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Future meetings

The 43rd Mid-Continent Paleobotanical Colloquium, Panama on March 23rd-26th,
2026

The 43rd Mid-Continent Paleobotanical Colloquium 2026 (MPC) will take place from March 23-26,
2026, at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI) in Panama, one of the most biodiverse and
ecologically rich regions in the world.

Each year, MPC brings together researchers and students to explore the world of ancient plants,
their evolution, and their role in shaping the planet’s ecosystems, through a series of talks, poster
sessions, and excursions to sites of geological and botanical interest in the area.

Join us in Panama for an opportunity to connect with the dynamic community of paleobotanists and
explore the rich fossil record of plant life.

For detailed information, please visit https://striresearch.si.edu/mpc2026/.

Oris Rodriguez Reyes, Panama

The 3rd From Forests to Heritage, 2026 World Wood Day Symposium and the 8th
IUFRO Forest Products Culture Colloquium, Austria, on May 18th-22nd, 2026

We are pleased to announce the opening of the call for proposals for the third “From Forests to
Heritage” conference, which will be held alongside the “2026 World Wood Day Symposium” and the “8th
IUFRO Forest Products Culture Colloquium”.

The event will take place from 19 to 22 May 2026 in Klagenfurt, Carinthia, Austria. If interested,
please visit the website www.from-forest-to-heritage.dendro.at.

Submissions must be made via the website by 31 January 2026. The Scientific Committee will notify
applicants of its decision by 28 February 2026.

We invite submissions of abstracts for both oral presentations and posters. Session topics for
submission include forest history, transfer of knowledge, wooden buildings, artwork, crafts, restoration,
new methods, and non-wood forest products.

The conference venue has a capacity of 120 people. If we receive more abstract proposals or
registrations than there are places available, entry will be on a ‘first-come, first-served' basis.

Michael Grabner, Germany

ISCHP26 - International Scientific Conference on Hardwood Products 2026, South
Africa, on September 8th-11th, 2026

We are very pleased to announce that the 9th International Scientific Conference on Hardwood
Products will be hosted by Stellenbosch University in South Africa. This will be a joint conference with the
Wood Quality Modelling Working Party (IUFRO 5.01.04), where there will also be parallel sessions related
to wood quality modelling.

The conference will be held between 8-11 September 2026, with a pre-conference tour from 5-7
September 2026.

The previous ISCHP conferences were held in Canada (2007), France (2009), the USA (2011), Italy
(2013), Canada (2015), Finland (2017), the Netherlands (2019), and Portugal (2024).
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The main objective of this conference is to bring together the scientific and research communities
working on hardwood products as well as wood quality modelling.

ISCHP 2026 will address the following main topics, including hardwood species, properties and
quality; hardwood processing and products; structural and non-structural applications (connections,
heritage structures, architecture, markets); and wood quality modelling.

Submission of abstracts is now open until 26 November 2025. Registration is open, and early bird
conference rates apply until 31 March 2026. For detailed information, please visit http://ischp26.co.za/.

Brand Wessels, South Africa

Afro-European Wood and Bark Anatomy Conference 2026, South Africa on November
17th-21st, 2026

We warmly invite you to the Afro-European Wood and Bark Anatomy Conference (AFEWBA) in
South Africa — a country of exceptional plant diversity, offering untapped opportunities for botanists. The
conference will be hosted by the University of Johannesburg, a dynamic and rapidly growing institution
that not only houses one of the country’s leading teams of structural botanists but is also a recognised
leader in sustainable development. AFEWBA will explore wood and bark as well as other related topics,
broadening the focus to include aspects beyond the traditional scope of these fascinating plant tissues.

Over forty years ago, the International Association of Wood Anatomists (IAWA) organised the first
Afro-European Regional Wood Anatomy Meeting in Pretoria, South Africa. Fast forward through eleven
annual rings, and in October 1996, the next Afro-European Wood Anatomy Symposium took place, this
time in Kew, organised by the Linnean Society of London, the International Union of Forest Research
Organisations (IJUFRO), and IAWA. This tradition continued with a meeting in Montpellier in 2004, co-
organised by IAWA and the International Academy of Wood Science (IAWS), and later with the Tropical
Forest Ecology/IAWA meeting in Tervuren in 2015. Since then, no further Afro-European Wood Anatomy
meetings have taken place. In 2026, AFEWBA, organised by the Afro-European Regional group of IAWA,
will go back to the tradition and continue to provide this important academic platform for the wood
anatomy community.

Please encourage your colleagues to register (in fact, only to express their interest) by December
1st 2025. For detailed information, please visit https://conferences.uj.ac.za/AFEWBA2026/.

Alexei A. Oskolski and Kamil Frankiewicz, South Africa

Meeting reports

The 5th World Teak Conference 2025, India, on September 17th-20th, 2025

The 5th World Teak Conference was successfully organized by the Kerala Forest Research Institute,
the International Teak Information Network (TEAKNET) in collaboration with Kerala State Council for
Science, Technology and Environment (KSCSTE), the Indian Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF &CC), the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), Japan, under the
theme “Sustainable Development of the Global Teak Sector — Adapting to Future Markets and the
Environment”. The conference was supported by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations (FAO), Rome, the Japanese Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), the
International Union of Forest Research Organisations Teakwood Working Party (IUFRO Div5.06.02), and
the Ghana Forestry Commission.
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This global event took place at the Grand Hyatt Koichi Bolgatty, Kochi, Kerala, from 17-20 September
2025. Previous editions of the World Teak Conferences were held in Asian and Latin American countries:
the first one in Costa Rica (2011), followed by Bangkok (2013), Ecuador (2015) and Ghana (2022).
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Participants of the World Teak Conference 2025

The four-day programme included plenary sessions covering all aspects of teak management,
genetics, markets and legal supply chains, smallholder teak plantations and a panel discussion on global
teak resources assessment and forest landscape restoration. There was one General Keynote at the
beginning of each session by prominent speakers, followed by oral presentations. A total of 18 oral
presentations, together with 9 papers in the ITTO session and the FSC session, comprise 7 presentations,
as well as the 21 Posters. Two thematic sessions were also organised to present the ongoing
ITTO/BMLEH project, ‘Promoting Quality Timber Production in Smallholder and Community-Based Teak
and Other Valuable Species Plantations in the Tropics', as well as the endeavours of the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) on the responsible sourcing of teak under the European Union Deforestation-
Free Products Regulation (EUDR).

Delegates at Conolly’s plot at
Nilambur, the world’s oldest teak
plantation

Delegates visiting the Athirappilly waterfalls in the foothills of the
Western Ghats

More than 300 participants from 43 countries representing 6 continents attended the Conference.
They had the opportunity to share knowledge and experience and to exchange ideas on the multiple
economic, social and environmental benefits that teak resources can provide. The participants
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represented government institutions, the private sector, universities, research institutes and local
communities. They raised a wide range of points about teak, and the most important conference
recommendations for action were summarised.

Two optional field excursions were also conducted to Nilambur Teak Museum & Bioresources Nature
Park, Connolly’s plot exploration and to the picturesque Athirappilly waterfalls on the foothills of Western

Ghats on 20 September 2025.
P. K. Thulasidas, India

The 4th China Conference on Wood Science and Technology in Kunming, China,
September 27th-29th, 2025

The 4th China Conference on Wood Science and Technology was held in Kunming of Yunnan
Province, China, on September 27th-29th, 2025. The conference has attracted more than 800 scientific
researchers and representatives from research institutions and entrepreneurs in the field of wood science
and technology of China, South Korea, Japan, Vietnam and other countries.

In total, there were five keynote speakers providing lectures and 242 session presenters giving their
oral presentations on the topics of wood properties and solid wood utilisation, wood modification and
functionalization, wood-based panels and surface decoration (including adhesives), wood green
processing, biomass resource utilisation, and wood/bamboo-based composites, etc.
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(Promoting Xylarium Resources Development of China)

Brief Excursion to Int. Acad. Wood Sci. &
Wood Sci. Edu. in South Korea Univ.
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Keynote speeches given by Yafang Yin (left) and Yoon Soo Kim (right)

Professor Yafang Yin of the Chinese Academy of Forestry was invited for a keynote speech titled
“Promoting xylarium resources development in China”. Professor Emeritus Yoon Soo Kim, the Past
President of the International Academy of Wood Science (IAWS), was invited to give an academic report
titled as “Brief excursion to IAWS and wood science education in South Korea”.

In this conference, the basic knowledge and techniques of quantitative wood anatomy are widely
applied in the field of wood science and technology. In particular, it is reflected in the identification and
origin traceability of wood, the relationship between wood properties and environmental changes, and
wood modification and functionalization.

In addition, there are a few innovative studies that cross wood anatomy with spectroscopic
technology, artificial intelligence, and historical heritage, thus expanding and forming new research
directions, such as the identification of endangered wood based on deep learning technique, the high-
throughput identification of ten poplar varieties by near-infrared spectroscopy combined with
convolutional neural network, the concept of materials selection for the ancient chariots, and the study
on the deterioration mechanism of archaeological wood of China.

The conference especially highlighted the history of wood science research in China, retracing the
scientific and educational footprints of the older generation of scientists and the evolution of wood science
and technology from plant anatomy and wood anatomy in China, which is of great significance.

Jiangtao Shi, China
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Miscellaneous News

The French Academy of Agriculture has awarded Marie-Christine Trouy the
"Clément Jacquiot" prize in recognition of her outstanding contributions to the field
of wood atlases.

The French Academy of Agriculture recently [
announced that it has awarded the prestigious
"Clément Jacquiot" prize to Ms Marie-Christine Trouy
in recognition of her outstanding contributions to wood
research, particularly her 2023 "Atlas of Softwoods"
and 2025 "Atlas of Hardwoods" (both published by
QUAE). These two works are regarded as a
continuation and deepening of Clément Jacquiot's
research.

Marie-Christine Trouy, France

IAWA Journal Published as an E-online Version Only from 2026
IAWA decided to transform IAWA Journal completely into an e-online version only (without hardcopy
anymore) from 2026. The main reasons to pursue an online-only version of IAWA Journal in the near
future are the postal problems that result in receiving the paper version too late, more and more members
are changing their membership from ‘package’ to ‘e-access only’, articles are available online very quickly
with significant cost-saving, and an online-only version is better for the environment. Publishing IAWA
Journal completely as an e-online version only may attract more young researchers to join the wood
anatomy community.
Shan Li, China

IAWA Special Issue 2026 on Digitising Wood Collections

The IAWA Journal is calling for contributions to a Special Issue on the vast topic of digitising wood
collections. Research articles, reviews, opinion papers, technical notes and papers on data derived from
wood collections are welcome.

Scientific collections play a key role in wood anatomical research. The latest edition of the |
ndex Xylariorum elucidated that 1.67 million wood specimens are stored in 184 institutional collec
tions of reference, the so-called xylaria, altogether an impressive body of research material, for d
etailed information, please see: http://iawa-websitel.org/en/Wood_collection/Overview of Wood Coll
ection.shtml. Next to the xylaria, there are also curated collections of stem discs and tree cores,
paleontological samples and wooden cultural objects. The importance of all these wood collection
s is expected to rise, and the demand for digitised data and metadata is therefore rapidly growi
ng. This tendency is fueled by the international search for reference material underpinning wood
identification in a context of law enforcement. Simultaneously, there is also a big need for reliabl
e measurements of functional traits of trees, including many of the wood anatomical features tha
t can be extracted from collection specimens.

The special issue will comprise papers on all aspects of digitalisation, including:

e Catalogues of individual xylaria and other types of wood collections

e New wood anatomical descriptions of xylaria specimens and taxa

e Databases on functional traits derived from collection material

e Databases on elemental concentrations, stable isotopes and metabolites in wood derived
from xylarium specimens
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e Databasing time series of growth-ring features of curated tree cores and stem discs

e Databasing 2D and 3D images of wood specimens at different magnifications, including
applications of computer vision and artificial intelligence.
Please indicate in the cover letter your wish to be included in this Special Issue. Manuscripts can be
submitted to the IAWA Journal at https://www.editorialmanager.com/iawa/default.aspx.

The Special Issue will constitute the IAWA Journal Volume 47, Issue 4 (2026), but manuscripts will

be published online once accepted. The deadline for manuscript submission is June 30th, 2026.
Hans Beeckman, Belgium

Special issues of IAWA Journal are on sale
Special issues of IAWA Journal are on sale. They will be sold during some international or |
ocal meetings, as previously done during IBC, PRWAC, IUFRO and other IAWA-related meetings.
More detailed information on the special issues is available on https://iawa-websitel.org/en/IAWA
Journal/Special Issues.shtml. To order these special issues, please write to yang.lu@caf.ac.cn.
Shan Li, China

Adjustment of payment method IAWA membership fees starting 2026
Starting in 2026, IAWA members (FULL) will be able to pay for their membership not only for one
year, but also for two or five years at once. IAWA members (STUDENT) can do this for one or two years.
It will be most obvious to those who pay by credit card through PayPal. We will update the IAWA
payment website in December 2025.
Cees Lut & Ingrid de Kort
IAWA Leiden Office

“Atlas of hardwoods in France - Multi-scale identification tool” has been released
The book "Atlas of hardwoods in France - Multi-scale identification tool" is available.

The text is in French but it contains many photos of hardwoods, at the macroscopic and Q‘T?desbo.swu\.s

microscopic scale, and the description uses the codification of the IAWA criteria. o
Further information on the book could be accessed from the link https://www.q

uae.com/produit/1924/9782759240579/atlas-des-bois-feuillus-de-france. (A review by

Veronica De Micco, https://brill.com/view/journals/iawa/aop/issue.xml, has been publi

shed in IAWA J. — Editor)

i -

Marie-Christine Trouy, France

A 2026 calendar for the wood anatomist or paleobotanist — Plants With A Past Inside
Fossil Woods.

Good for the office or lab, and also a good gift for any friend of woody plants. Each month features
a different plant group or fossil wood locality. Most months have multiple photomicrographs. With this
calendar, you'll know when Arbor Days occur worldwide. Most days have something to observe — some
whimsical: Bugs Bunny’s Birthday, Wombat Day, Lost Sock Memorial Day, Fight Procrastination Day,
Chocolate Cake Day; some wood anatomist specific: Ring-Porous Wood Day, Vasicentric Parenchyma
Day, Resin Canal Day,
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PLANTS WITH A PAST ANACARDIACEAE
P \hi ) { g o o ]

Available from Lulu Press.

https://www.lulu.com/shop/elisabeth-wh
eeler/2026-plants-with-a-past/paperback/prod
uct-kvdjvn9.html

Lulu Press is print-on-demand. They
have print facilities in the U.S., Australia,
Canada, Europe, India, and the U.K. Your
order will be directed to the facility closest to
the destination address in order to reduce
shipping time and cost. May is the Woody
Saxifragales month.

Elisabeth Wheeler, USA

IAWA Journal published a special issue “Quantitative Wood Anatomy, In memoriam
Pieter Baas (1944-2024)”

The November 2025 issue of the IAWA Journal (Vol. 46, Issue 4) is a special tribute to Professor
Pieter Baas, a true pioneer in plant and wood anatomy.

Professor Baas was more than a brilliant scientist — he was a passionate mentor, a champion of
global collaboration and an inspiration to generations of wood anatomists. As a key figure in the
International Association of Wood Anatomists and longtime editor of the IAWA Journal, his curiosity,
vision and energy shaped the field and fostered connections among scientists across the globe. This
special issue reflects the wide-ranging impact of his work, from cutting-edge imaging and wood
identification techniques to studies on tree growth, wood structure and taxonomy. Every article is a
reminder of how his work bridged disciplines and inspired discovery. Check out the full issue here:
https://brill.com/view/journals/iawa/46/4/iawa.46.issue-4.xml.

Veronica De Micco & Lloyd Donaldson
Editors in Chief — IAWA Journal

Call for Newsletter Items

The IAWA Newsletter keeps the IAWA community actively informed and stimulates members to visit
the IAWA website for the latest and detailed news. Please send any news items you wish to share with
the whole IAWA community to the newsletter editors, Dr Shan Li (lishan.ecology@hotmail.com) and Dr
Yang Lu (yang.lu@caf.ac.cn) of the IAWA Office, Beijing.

Call for Manuscripts for IAWA Journal 2026
The editors of the IAWA Journal would like to encourage new manuscript submissions for volume
47,2026 (47(1) and 47(2) are already full based on advanced articles) A reminder that subscribers/IAWA
members can register for ‘table of contents’ alerts on the IAWA Journal homepage.
Veronica De Micco & Lloyd Donaldson
Editors in Chief — IAWA Journal
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IAWA Journal 46(4) Special Issue
Regular articles

Wood anatomical diversity and new potential synapomorphies in the Galphimioid clade (Malpighiaceae)
Miller M. Sanches, Luis H. Bueno, Isabel R. Guesdon, André Marcio Amorim, Renata M.S.A. Meira, and
Marcelo R. Pace

Pages: 437-461

Online Publication Date: 18 Mar 2025

Stem and wood anatomy of some members of the Menispermaceae
Kishore S. Rajput, Amit D. Gondaliya, and Manoj M. Lekhak

Pages: 462-489

Online Publication Date: 13 May 2025

Wood anatomy helps solve challenging taxonomic relationships in the tropical Sapotaceae

Vicky Beckers, Pieter Jan Jepma, Sterre Kokshoorn, Peter Wilkie, Kasper Hendriks, Erik Smets, and
Frederic Lens

Pages: 515-534

Online Publication Date: 12 Jun 2025

MultiwoodID: A multispecies wood identification system based on wood cross-section images
Zhuoxuan Zeng, Zelin Feng, Jingjing Wang, Jun Lyu, Jiabao Jiao, Mingsheng Wang, Jun Lu, Jun Zhu,
Qing Yao, and Zhiping Ding

Pages: 515-534

Online Publication Date: 12 Jun 2025

Development of an automated radial scanning microscopy-based imaging system and its use for
measuring resin canal size and frequency in Pinus taeda

Nawa Raj Pokhrel, Joseph Dahlen, Thomas L. Eberhardt, and Kamal J.K. Gandhi

Pages: 535-550

Online Publication Date: 01 Oct 2024

High-resolution imaging of the physical and chemical properties of Populus wood using SilviScan™ and
near-infrared spectroscopy

Anna Renstrom, Gerhard Scheepers, Zakiya Yassin, Thomas Grahn, Pramod Sivan, Totte Niittyla, Ewa
J. Mellerowicz, and Hannele Tuominen

Pages: 551-566

Online Publication Date: 14 Feb 2025

Tree form and anatomical determinants of maximum potential height, with focus on North American
conifers

Richard Jagels and Jay Wason

Pages: 567-579

Online Publication Date: 14 Feb 2025
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Cell wall ultrastructure of the lightest wood on earth
Tatsuya Awano, Tomoyuki Fujii, and Pieter Baas
Pages: 580-593

Online Publication Date: 22 Oct 2025

Anatomical variation of wood between trunks and branches of tropical deciduous and evergreen species
Daiane Barbosa da Silva, Marcelo Fraga Castilhori, Igor Araudjo, Catia Henriques Callado, and Thais
Jorge de Vasconcellos

Pages: 594-611

Online Publication Date: 04 Jun 2025

Radial variation of wood anatomical characteristics and demarcation of juvenile and mature wood in two
slash pine (Pinus elliottii) half-sib families

Xiaomin Liu, Lingyu Ma, Weihui Zhan, Xiaomei Jiang, Zhe Wang, Wei Xie, Juan Guo, and Yafang Yin
Pages: 612—634

Online Publication Date: 14 Oct 2025

No leaf is an island: The potential of integrating quantitative wood and leaf anatomy
Authors: Chiara Amitrano and Veronica De Micco

Pages: 635-651

Online Publication Date: 09 Oct 2025
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